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T II E W I F R . -
BT WASHINGTON invmo.- :

"The treasures of the deep art not in precious . &

As are the concealed comforts of a man , ,

Iock'd up in woman's love. I scent ihe air
Of blessing', when I come but near the house.'
What a delicious breath marriage send fori- h-

Tbe violet's not sweeter. "Midolston. y

1 have often had occasion to remark the fortitude
with which wom?n sustain the most nveiwhelm- -

log reverses ol Inrtune. Those disasters' which
break dowii the spi.-i- t of a man, and prostrate him
i.i the dust, seem to call forth all the eriergies of the

not :

it loves

her

sex, and give intrepidity and elevation refinements of opulence. How can she bear ne- - fatigues of domestic rnplojnii lit he for

to their character, that at times it approaches to gleet? She been the idol society OlsJl first looked her on home
Nnthhg more touching, to.J w break her heart it will heart!' tute ol every thing aire ost thii.g

beh Id soft tender female, wh 1f his was eloquent, and let have it convei ien ; mil may tit gdonn, exhaust-weakne- ss

Hiiddepei idence, nJ a ive lo every triv- -' flow; fr sorrow relieves itselfby words. ed and iritles-- , brooding over of future
i ll ro ighness, while treading the prosperous piirhs

of life, suddenly ri-i- i.i mental force io biMhe

comforter and supporter of her hu-ba- under in:s- -

fortunes, and abiJing, with unshrinking firmness,
the bitterest blasts of advertity.

As the vine, which has long twined its graceful
foliage about the oak, and been lified by into S'Ji

friend!

shine, will, when the hardy giant is rifted by stance. You must i lunge your rtyle

thunderboltcling round it its caressing ten. observing a pangpass acrort his countenance,
and up its shattered boughs; is beau- - j J''t lei afflict you. am sure you have ly

ordered by Providence, woman, who is pl'ed y"r hippines in outward show you

the mere dependent and ornament of mau hie vet friends, friends, who will not think
happier hours, should his and solace when "'e worse of you for being less splendidly lodged

smitten with sudden calamity; winding herself into
the rugged recesses of liu nature, tenderly support-
ing the drooping head, and Linding up the broken
heart. "' .

1 was once congratulating a friend, who had
, around him a blooming family, knit together in

strongest uffection. 1 can w Uhyou no bettor lot,'
saidha 'itlienihuslam,'ilian to have a wile and
children! If you are piosperous, there they are to
share your prosperity; if otherwise, they are there
to comfort you.' And, indeed, I have

that a married man falling '.Mo misfortune, is more
apt to retrieve his situation in the world than a sin-

gle one; partly, because he is more stimulated t

exertion by the necessities the helpless and be-

loved who depend upon him for eubsistani e;
but chiefly, because bis spirits soothed and re-

lieved by domestic endearments, and histelf-respcc- t

kept alive by finding, that though all abroad dark-

ness and humiliation, yet there is a littlo world
of love at home, of he is the monarch.

Whereas, a single man is apt to run to waste and
to fancy himself lonely and abandoned,

and his heart to fall to ruin, like some deserted
mntion,"for want of an inhabitant.

These observations call to mind a domestic story,
fit which I was a ' witness. My friend,
Leslie, had matried a beautiful and accomplished

girl, who had been brought up in the midst of fash

ionable life. She' had, it is true, no fortune, but
that friend was ample; and be delighted in

the anticipation of indulging her iu every, elegant
pursuit, and .administering to those delicate tastes
and fancies that spread a kind of witchery about
the sex. "Her life," said he, 'shall be like a fairy

tale.'
The very difference in their characters produced

a harmonious combination; lie was of a romatic,
and somewhat serious cast; she was all life and
gladness. I have often .noticed the mute rapture
with which he would gaze, upon her in company,

of which her sprightly powers made tier the delight;
and how, the midst of applause her eye would

slill turn to him, if there alone she sought

and acceptance. leaning n his arm, her
slendor form contrasted finely with his tall and

manly person The confiding aii with which
' she looked up to him seemed to call forth a flush of

triumphant pride and cherishing tenderness, as if
be doated on his lovely burthen for its very help-

lessness. Never did a couple set forward on the
flowery path of early and well-suite- d marriage with

- a fairer prospect of felicity.
" ' It was the misfortune of my friend, however; to

i have embarked his property in large speculations;

4 and he had not been married many mouths when,
by a succession of sudden disasters was swept

"' "from him and he found himself to almost
penury. For a time he kept his situation lohiin-- ;

'self, and went about with a hagiard countenance
' and a breaking heart. Hii wasbuta protracted

and what rendered more insupportable
" Ju" .:... n

euce of his wife; for he could not biii.g himself to '

overwhelm her with the news. She saw, howev- -

Ith tin quick of affection, that was not
well wi.b him. ' She marked his altered looks and

?""'i!illiMfighs. andwasnot to be deemed b hissick-- ;

".: iyanovapii iwmpuiainir...i..c.. ... i
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to win him back to happiness; but she only drove
the arrow deeper into hi) soul.. , The more he saw

causMo ber the more torturing was the thought

fhst be .was soon to make her wretched. A little

t while, thought he, and the smile will vanish from

those lips lustre of those eyes will be quench-

ed with sorrow and the happy heirt which now
bears lightly In that bosom, will weighed down,
like mine, by the csres and miseries of the world. ,

' At length he came to me one day, and related his

whole situation in a tone of the deepest despair-W- hen

I had heard through. inquired, 'Does
your wife know all this?' At the question he burst
Into an agony of tears 'For God's sake!' cried he,
'if you have any pity on me, don't mention my wife;
it the thought of her that drives me almost to

madness!' '. ', ,

ti 'And why not?' said I; 'she must know It sooner
or later t you cannot keep it long from her, and the
Intelligence may break upon her a more startling
manner than if imparted by yourself: for the accents
of those we love solten (he harshest tidings. - Be-ide- s,

you are depriving yourself of the comforts

her sympathy; and not only that, but also en-

dangering th only bond that can keep hearts to-

getherso unreserved community of thought and
feeling. ' She will soon perceive that something Is

jecretly preying upon your mind; true love will

brook reserve it undervalued and out
raged, when even the sorrows of those are

concealed from it."
'Oh, but, my to think what blow I am

to give to all her future prospects how I em to

strike her very soul to the earth, by telling her
I.

that her husband is a begjar! 'that she is to forego ' never knew the boundless treasures ol

all the elegancies of lite all the pleasures of socie--i you possessed i:i that woman.'

ty to shrink with me into indigence and 'Oh! but, my friend, if this f.rt meeting at the

ty ! To tell her that I have dragged down from cottage were over, I thi. k I could then be ci mfor-th- e

sphere in wlii. b she might have continued tn tahle. But this i. her first day of real expeilence;

such the has

has cf the time around
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move i.i constant brightness the light of tvsry
eye the admiration of every he irt! How can she

' bear poverty? She has been hrought up in all the

his paroxysm had subsided ', a d lie had relapsed in- -

to moody silence, I resumed the subject g& lly ai d

urged him to breuk his situation at once to hit wilt.
He shook I.i. head mournfully, but positively.

But how are you to keep it from her? it is ne-

cessary she should know it. that you may take the

steps necessary to the alteration of your cirrtim.

and surely it does not require a palace to be ha;py
with Maty ' 'I could be happy w ith her, cried
lie conclusively, iu a hovel.' I could go down with

her into poverty and the dust! I could I could
God bless her! God blesi her!' cried be, bursting
into a transport of grief and tenderness

"An 1 believe me, my friend," said I, stepping
up and grasping him warmly by the hand, ' believe
me, she can be the same with you. Ay, more; it
will be a source of pride and triumph to her it

will call forth all the latent energies and fervent
sympathies of her nature; for she will rejoice to

prove that she loves you for yourself. There is in

every true woman's heart a spark of heavenly fire,
which lies dormant in the broad daylight of prosper-
ity; but which kindlea up, and beams and blazes in

the dark hour of adversity. No man knows what

the wife of his bosom is no man knows what a

minLtering angel the is until ho has gone with

her th ongh the fiery trials of this world.'
There was something in the earnestness of ray

manner, and the figurative style of my language
that caught the excited imagination of Leslie. I

knew the audit r I had tJ deal with; and following

up the impression I had made, I finished by persuad

ing him to go home and unburthen his sad heart to

his wife.
I must confess, notw ithstanding all I had said,

I felt soma little solicitude for the result Who
can calculate ou the fortitude of one whose whole
life has been a round o: pleasure? Her gay spirits
might revolt at the dark, downward path of low

humility, suddenly pointed out before her, and

might cling to the sunny regions iu which they had

hitherto revelled Besides, ruin in fashionable life
is accompanied by so many galling mortifications,
to which, in other ranks, it is stranger. In short,
I could not meet Leslie the next morning, without
trepidation. He had made the disclosure.

'And how did she bear it?'
'Like an angel! It seemed to be a relief

to her mind, for she threw her arms round my neck,
and asked if this was all that, had lately made me

unhappy. But, poor girl,' added he, 'the cannot
realize the change we must undergo. She has no

idea ofpoverty hut in the abstract: she has only
read of it in poetry, where it is allied to live. She
feels as yet no privation; she sutlers no loss of ac-

customed conveniences nor elegances. When we

come practically to experience its sordid cares, its

paltry wants, its petty humiliations then will be

the real trial.' !

B it," said I, 'now that you have got over the
severest task, that of breaking it to her the sooner
you let the world into the secret the better. The
disclosure may be mortifying; but then it is a single
misery, and soon over; whereas you otherwise suf- -

fcr it iu anticipation, every hour in the day. It is

not poverty so much as pretence, that harasses

ruined man
' the struggle between a proud mind

and an emty purse the keeping up a hallow show j

that must soon come to an end. . Have the courage
to appear poor, and you disarm poveity of its sharp--

On this point I found Leslie perfectly
ur..mrMi He had no false oride himself. a..d as In
, ir h , ,;,,.,. t ,.n r.m i ihir,,,, rortHllW. , Somc djy- - , r,erwards, he called
upon me in the evening. He had disposed of his
dwelling-house- , and, taken a small cottage in .the

country, a lew miles from town. He had been
bu,M ,.d4y (i out furi.iWre. The new
est required lew articles, and those of
the simplest kind. All the splendid furniture of
his late residence had been sold, excepting his

instance romantic gallantry' ill hus-

band. ' :'; ;

,He was now going out to the cottage his
wife had been all day, superintending Its arrange-

ment.' My had become strongly
in the progress uf this family story, and

a .fine evening, I offered to accompany hijl. '

He was wearied with the fatigues of the day and
we walked out, fell into a fit of gloomy musing.

. 'Poor Mary at length broke with a heavy sigh,
his Hps. . .,

what her,' asked I, 'baa anything hap-

pened to her?" (,, ,. ',, ",'

said he, darling an impatient glance, 'is
it nothing to be to this paltry situation to"

be a iserable cottage to be ' obliged to
toil almost in menial concerns of ber wretched
habitation ,' .

; ' " '' " ' '
she then repined at the changer . :

'Repined! slie hasbernnothing hut sweetness
and pood humor. Indeed, she seems i i better spir-

its than I have ever known her; she has been tome
all love, and tenderness and conifer:!'

Admirubk girl!' exJaiinud Voit call your- -

excellence

obeuri-- 1

softer
a

I

When a

drils,

which

When

rather

a

interest-

ed

splf poor, my friend; you never were o lich you

she 1ms been introduced into lmniMe .veiling

she has bei n emplojed all day in arrai gi. g i s mis.

er.ihle she has for tire first time known

'

poverty.
There was adejreeof prolia'ii.ity iu this uture

that I could not gai.isay, we walked on int-i-

lence. '

After turning from main roar), up a narrow
lane, so thickly shaded by fore, t trees to give
a complete airoi'seclu ion. we came sight of the
cottage. It was humble iu its appearance
for the most pastoral poet: and yet had a

rural look. A wil l vine had overrun one end u ith

a profusion of foliage; a few trees threw then--

branches gracefully over it, and I observed sever-

al pots of flowers tastclully disposed about door,
and on the era s plot in front. A sninll nickel- -

gate opened upon a foot path that wound through
some shrubbery to the door Just we approach-

ed, we heard sound of music Le.-li- grasped
my aim, we paused and listened. It was Mary's
voice, singing, a style of the most touchii g sim-

plicity , little air of which her husband was pecu-

liarly fond.

I felt L hand tremble on my arm. He step-

ped forward, to hear more distinctly. His step
made a noise on the gravel walk. A bright beauti-

ful face glanced out at the window, and vanished;
a light footstep was heard and Miry came trip-

ping forth to meet us. She was in a pretty rural
dress ol white; a few wild flowers were twisted in

her fine hail ; a fresh bloom was on her check; her
whole countenance beamed with smiles I had nev-

er seen her look so lovely.

'My dear George.' cried she, 'I am so glad you
are come, I have been watching and watching for

you; and running down the lane, and looking out
for you. I've set out a table under a beautiful tree
behind the cottage; and I've been gathering some

of the most delicious strawberries, for I know you
ate fond of them and we have such excellent
re.m and every thing is still and sweet here.
Oh!' said she, putting her arm within his, and look-

ing up brightly iu face, 'Oh, n e shall be hap

py!'
Poor Leslie was overcome. He caught her to States may prescribe, to bear, examine and

his bosom he folded his round her he kissed decide questions touching legality and valid-h- er

again he could not speak, but tears gush- - ity of said claims, and shall, when a claim is allow-

ed into his eyes; and he has often assured me, that i ed, issue a certificate to claimant, stating the
though the world sinre gone prosperously with amount, distinguishing principle from interest.
him,and his has indeed been a hippy one, yet
never has he experienced a moment of more ex-

quisite

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
April 22, 1844.

Read the first and second times referred to the
committee on foreign relations, and ordered to

' be printed in confidence for the use of the Sen-

ate.
A TREATY OF ANNEXATION.

Concluded between the United Slates of America
and republic of Texas, at Washington,
12th day April, 1844.

The people of Texas having, at the time of
adopting their constitution, expressed, by an almost

unanimous vote, their desire to be incorporated
into the Union of United States, and being
still desirous of same with equal unanimity, iu

order to provide more effectually for their security
and prosperity; and the United S.ates, actuated
solely by the desire to add to thi ir own security
and prosperity, and to meet the wihes gov

eminent and people of Texas, have determined to

accomplish by treaty objects important to their:
mutual and permanent w elfare. j

ror that purpose, the President of the United
States has given full powers to John C Calhoun,
Secretary of State f United States, and j

President of the republic of Texas, has appointed,
with .ike powers. Isaac Van Zai.dt, and J I'iuck-- 1

uey HcnJerson, viiin nf tlio soi.t rvpublU; ai.d j

the said ule..i.iotentiaiies. after exchai en e their
full ima ar. havn nd concluded the

'

following ariicles :

As, rice I The republic of Texas, acting i.i

conformity with the people n I eve- -

ry department ot its vermne t, ceUjs to the j

Ui.i.ed S.ates ah its to be held by them
iu full and sovereignty, a..d to l annexed
to sai 1 United States as one of their territories.
subject t. sains consul i,i mal provi i ma with

public: funds, debts, taxes, and dues unpaid at the
time of the exchange of the ratijcation of this

" .treaty. -
" A kt. II. Tbe citizens Texas shall be incor
porated into the Union of United Stales, main.

tained and protected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty and property, ants' admitted as as may

consistent with principles of federsl
constitution, to enjoymnnt of all the rights,
privileges and immunities of citizetsof tbe United
States, v ... '..:,, "'

Asvr. III. All titles and claims to real estate,
which are valid under the laws of Texas, shall be
held to be so by the United States and measures
shall be adopted for the speedy adjudication of all
unsettled claims to land, and patents shall be grant
ed to those found to be valid. :V

Abt. IV The public lands hereby shall
be subject to tbe laws regulating the public lands

wife's harp. That, he said, was too closely associ- - their other territories. Thi i n includes all
ated with the idea ol herself; it belongs to the little public lots and squares, vacant lands, mines, mine-stor- y

of their loves; for some of the sweetest mo-- rals, salt lakes and springs, public edifices, forliS-men- ts

of their courtship where those when he had cations, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and
leaned over that instrument, to listen to the melt--1 navy-yard- s, docks, magazines, arms, armaments
ing tones of her voice. ". I could not but smile at this I and accoutrements, archives and public cuments,
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as they may be applicable; subject, however, to
such alterations and changes as Congress may fictn
time to time think proper to make. It is under--

stood between the parties, that If, in consequence
of the mode in nliLh la'i.ds have been surveyed in

Texas, or from previous grai.ts or locations, the

sixteenth section cannot be applied for the purpose
r.f education, Conjr 'rs shall make equal proision
by grant of land elsewhere And it is also further
understood, t'mt hereafter, the bookf, papers, ai d

dnciimei ts cf the Ge. eral Lai d 0(h. e f Texas
thall be deposited and kept at such (dace in Texas
as the Cohgress of the U. ited States shall direct

Art V. The United States assume and gree
to pay the public debt and lial ilities uf Texas,
ho .i ever created, fi r whLh ll.e faith or credit of
her g.ven.niei.t may be bon. d it the time of the
exchange of the raiiiicaiioi.s of thi treaty; which
debts and liabilities are estimated in t to exceed, in

the whole, ten millioi s uf dollars, (o be ascertained
ai d paid in the maui.ir hereinafter stated

The payment of the sum of three hundred and
fifty thousand dollars shall be made, at the tieasury
of the United Stales, within ni. ety days after the
exchange of the ratification of this treaty, as fol-

lows: Two hundred and fifty thousand dollais to
Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or bis executors,
on the delivery ol that amount of ten per cei.t
bonds of Texas; one hundred thousand dollars,
if so much be required, in the redemption of the
exchequer bills which may be iu circulation at the
time of th exchange of the ratifications of this

treaty. For the payment of the remainder of the
debts and liabilities ol Texas, which, together with
the amount uheady specified, shall not exceed ten
millions of dollars,' the public lands herein ceded,
and the net revenue from the same, are hereby
pledged.

AnT. VI. In order to ascertain the full amount
of the debts and liabilities herein assumed, and the
legality and validity thereof, four commissioners
shall be appointed by. the President of the United
States, by and with (he advice and consent of (he

Senate, whp shull meet at Washington, Texas,
within the period of six months after the exchange
of the ratifications of this treaty, and may contin-
ue in session not exceeding twelve months, unless
the Congress of the United States should prolong
the time. They shall take an oath lor the faithful
discharge of their duties, and that they are not
directly or indirectly interested iu said claims at
the time, and will not be during their continuance
in office; and the said oath shall be recorded with
their proceedings. In case of the death, sickness,
or resignation of any of the commissioners, his or
their place or places may be supplied by tbe ap-

pointment, as aforesaid, or by the President of the
United States during the recess of the Senate.
They, or a majority of them, shall be authorized,
under such regulations as the Congress of tbe

The certificates so issued shall be numbered, and

entry made of the number, the name of the person
to whom issued, and the amount, in a book to be
kept for that purpose. They shall transmit the
records of their proceedings and the book in rvliich
the certificates are entered, with the vouchers and
documents produced before ihem, relative to the
claims allowed or rejected, to the treasury depart-
ment of the United States, to he deposited therein;
and the Secretary of thel treasury shall, as soon as
practicable after the receipt of the same, ascertain
the aggregate amount of the debts and liabilities al-

lowed; and if the same, when added to the amount
to be paid to F.Dawson, and the sum which may be
paid in the redemption of the exchequer bills, shall
not exceed the estimated sum of ten millions of
dollars, he shall on the presentation of a certificate
of the commissioners, issue, at the optimi of the
holder, a new certificate for the amount, distin-

guishing principal Irom intere.-t- , and payable to
him or order out nf the net proceeds of the public
lands hereby ceded, or stock of the United States,
for the amount allowed, inciiidii g principal and
interest, anil bearing an interest of three per cent.
per annum from the date thereof; which stock in
addition to being made payable nut ol th. net
proceeds of the public lands hereby ceded, shall
also be receivable i.i payment for the same. Iu case
the amount of the debts and liabilities allowed.
wi.li die sums aforesaid to l e paid to Frederick
Dawson. and which inav be twirl i.i rlmni;,...
.r ii,a ....i,.n. i t u .in .w...u,i ,.t

ten millions of dollars, tbe said secretary, before
issuing a new certificate, or click, as the case
may be, shall make in each case such proportions- -
tile and ratable reduction on its amount as to reduce j

the aggregate in the said sum of ten millions of j

dollars, and he shall have power to make all need- -

f rules and regulations necessary to carry into
effoct the powers hereby vested to him.

Abt. VII. Until further provision shall be
made, the laws of Texas, as now existing, shall
remain in force; and all executive and judicial
officers of Texas, except the President, Vice Pie-side- ut

and heads of departments, shall retain their
offices, wi.h all power and authority appertaining
thereto., and the c ui ts of justice shall remain iu
all respects ss uow established and recognized.

Abt. VIII. Immediately after the exchange of
the ratifications of this treaty, the President of the
United States, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, shall appoint a c mmisaioner, who
shall proceed to Texas and receive the transfer of
the territory thereof, and all the archives and pub
lic property and other things herein conveyed, in
the name of the United States. He shall exercise
all executive (authority in said territory necessary
to (be proper execution of the laws, until otherwise
provided. .' ..

Abt IX. The present treaty shall be ratified
by the contracting parties, and the ratification ex-

changed at the city of Washington, in six months
from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. .

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, adeni

potentiates of the United States of America and

i the republic of Texas, have 'signed, by virtue of

our powers, treaty of annexation, and
i i . ni I - ;..-- ln .nave nereunin tniueu wur srais, icspcv,sij.

Done at Washington, the twelfth day of April,
eighteen hundred and forty-fou- r.

J. C. CALHOUN, seal
ISAAC VAN ZANDT, seal
J. PINCKNEY HENDERS0N.9kau.

"
SPEECH

OP MR. lilTMJAiV, OF OHIO.
In the house of represei.ta ices. March 6, 1344,

on the bill introduced by liim to regulate the
election of electors for President and Vice Presi-den- t,

si d members of Congress throughout the
Ui.ited Slates.
Mr. DUNCAN spoke as follows:
There is no higher duty we owe to ourselves, to

each other, aid to our country, in whatever situa-

tion we may be placed, or whatever sphere in life

we may fill, than to understand the nature of our
government, and the civil i s itu io s by which

our lights are to be maintah'd as citizens, and by

which our civil duties towards each other are to be
leguhted. This duty is not mi re binding ii o i us

in a civil than in a political sei se. It is indispensa-

ble to a faithful discharge of our duties as private
citizens that we should understand the duties nf a

citizen. Those duties involve a knowledge of the
legal and political restraints wl.i. h civil government
thiows around us and brings us under. These
civil duties and obligations are common to and
binding upon all men in a state of organized socie-

ty, whatever the form cf government may be, bu

we, as American citizens, in addition to these du-

ties, owe some of a higher character which may
more properly be denominated political duties,
which I contradistinguished from civil duties for
tbe purpose of illustration. Civil duties, and a
knowledge of the obligations which civil duties
impose, appertain to the- - subjects of a monarchy
or an aristocracy. The same civil duties, in pro-po-

;n to the requisitions of law, appertain to the
citizens of a republican government; but owing to
the fact that each individual here is not only a citi-

zen, but also a member of the republic and part of
the g power, he owes some higher duties
than a mere citizen. Those higher duties I call

political duties. Obedience is the duty of the
humble subject of the monarchical government,
wlu'le command is the prerogative of the monarch;
but in a republican government, the duties of obe-

dience and submission arc united with the preroga-
tive to command in the same person. Such is the
nature of our government. With us, no man can
be so low as to shake off the duties of legal and

constitutional submission; no man can be so high
as to be exempt from them. No man can be so
low (in crime excepted) as to excuse himself from
a participation in the duties of governing. No
man can be so high as to transcend exemption fiom
the obligations and duties of the most humble
citizen, or to exercise powers in the establishment

of rules of civil conduct not common to each and

every citizen, only as that power was delegated to
him by the suffrage of those he represents, in

whatever official position he may occupy. And
this leads me to an expose of the character ot our
government. That I do, not only in conformity

with a high duty which I owe as a citizen in com-

mon, but as a representative; I do it not only be-

cause we can not too frequently refer to first prin-

ciples, whether in private or official capacity; but
because the bill under consideration , in its defence
and advancement requires such an expose, i

order to illustrate the absolute necessity of this bill
becoming a law.

Sir, our government is a government ol the peo
ple. It was created by the people; and the people
are the government, to every political purpose and
intent. And in these consists the great and funda-

mental difference between a republican (or demo-

cratic) form of government and nil others. I be-

lieve there are but ihree direct forms of govern-
ment regarded as fundamental, iz: a monarchical,
an aiMocralical, and a republican form; all others
are modifications or mixtures of those. All gov-

ernments were republican iu their origin; no peo-

ple ever were so blind to their own interests, and
so regardless of their individual privileges and
natural rights as to surrender them into the hands
of any one man ot set of men to disperse them at
bis or their pleasure or caprice. I make another
assertion that is, that man possesses all the requi-
sites for and to deny those requi-si'e- s

is a slander on the hu Tian family, and a base
imputation ou thi Almighty I also assert (hat no
government ever fell ' by (he corruptions of (he
people. Why, (hen, (it has been and will be ask-

ed,) have all irpublics fallen? Why have all gov-

ernments which depended upon (he nggrega(e
ui-do- and stability of the people, failed? It is
part or my purpose, in my support of the present
bill, to answer these interrogatories. At present,
I wish to define and illustrate the character of our
government; and, for that purpose, tn illustrate
the principles of other governments, and to expose
the difference to the end that ours may be better
understood.

A monarchical government is that which con-

centrates all power, legislative, judicial, and minis-teria- l,

tn the hands of a single individual. An aris
tocracy is that form of government which places
the same powers, and the same amount of power,
in the hands of a few individuals. Such govern
meuts are called absolute monarchies, or absolute
aristocracies, as the case may be absolute, because
the mass of the people have no participation in mak-

ing, adjudicating upon, or executing the laws by
which they are governed. Their civil duties con
sist in submission and obedience; prerogative duties
in commanding submissive obedience to the laws
which they have no hand in making, and submission
and obedience to the adjudication of laws, without
any part in the adjudication and submission, and

obedience to the execution of the laws, without any
share in the execution, only as the subjects of exe-

cution. In such governments, the people are a
kind of political automatons, without political will

or volition, which move merely as they sre moved
by the will ol the laws which govern them, or the
will of him or them, who make the laws. Such a is

people may bear, iu their external form, the ind
ol their "Maker for a lime, but have the soul f

Balaam's sss, and in time will become asses tothia
soul and body. . A monarchy and" an aristocrscf

may both ssume a representative chaiacter, by a

delegation of the prerogatives or law making, law

adjudication, and law execution, which ismosl

generally the case in extensive monarchies and aru

toci a; ies; but representative change does not change

tbe character of the government; it only operate

to the case of the monarch, or for those holding pow- -'

erk an aristocracy, not to thereliefor enfrauchi

went of the people. Those who receive the dele-

gation of such prerogatives, are tbe representatives

of die original power; and it is his will, power, and

interest, they are bound to promote not the in-

terests of the people. And it is most generally tho

case, that representative monarchies and aristocrat

ciesare the mo.t oppressive of all governments;

theyincrease taxation, and oppress still more by

means of collection, without, in any particular,

elevating tbe character or condition of the subject

But I have neither mc nor space to pursue the

investigation in detail; it is sufficient to say they

are, both in their nature and practical operation,

calculated to oppress the subject, and are wbrsu

tun no government. I would prefer anarchy; .!
would rather die in defence of my natural lights,

than live a slave. A republican government, I re-

peat, is a government of the people. The people
and the government, iu a political sense, are the

same. 1 have said, in all republics, alt political

prerogatives belong to the people : this is literally

true. Though our government is a representative

democracy, yet all power is in the hands of the peo-

ple, and their representatives are but their agents,

bound by their will, responsible to them, and re

movable at their will. It was impossible, at the
commencement, that ours could be any thing but

a representative democracy; our population km
too great, and our territory was toe wid spread to

admit cf a simple democracy.

The trainers of our government were compelled

to give us a representative democracy that is, to
authoiize us to appoint agents to do that for us,
which we, according to the fundamental principles
ol democracy, should have done ourselves. Our
ancestors, in the Corinatiou of our government, pro-

vided the means by which we should appoint our
agents Tbe power and the means by which we

appoint our political agents or representatives, ie

called the elective franchise. To define all ol our

free institutions which make up our proud and glt-rio- us

political fabric, is foreign to my present pur-pos- e,

nor does the support of (hepresent bill requiie
such a range. There is one of our free institutions
which I propose very briefly to discuss I mean

the elective franchise. That is one which, of alt
others, demands our attention, our consideration,
and our especial guardianship. Of all our proud
institutions, that is the'proudest; of all our free in-

stitutions, that is the most valuable. It is the soul
and the body of our republic; it is the basis of cur
political fabric; it is the foundation of all our free
institutions. Destroy it, and our government kses
its name, and all our free institutions are annihila
ed. They become, in an instant, a part of the dust
of other republics; and, with tbem, must be num-

bered among the things that are not. The elective
franchise is not only the arch of our own, and eve-

ry other republic, and the main pillar of the temple
of liberty, but it is their rule by which freedom is
trumani,). inat in nrnnrtrtinn tt fhft (SVM'Ctstfl tS

the elcctive ranchiiel0 sreany people free and
sovereign. Freedom and the elective franchise are
synonymous terms and handmaidens. Tbe one has
no abiding place without the other. They walk
hand in hand together, they live together; they die
together. The framers of our government were so
conscious of the vast importance of the elective
franchise, that they interwove it in the political in-

stitutions of our country in such a manner thai it
could not be destroyed without bringing ruin upon
all others. Our ancestors had a right to expect that
this franchise, which was purchased with the blood
of thousands, and with the treasure of millions,
would be appreciated as a rich legacy would nev-

er be squandered. They bad a right to auppose
that those moral, political, and patriotic obligations
and sacred couvenants which descended upon their
posterity, would forever be a secure guaranty
against all innovations upon that sacred institution.'
They had a right lo suppose that no son of theirs
would be so prodigal and reckless as to squander
that legacy which was to provide peace, huppiuesn.

fredaiu, and independence lo millions, and lor all
time. They had a right to hope that no wretch
would be found base enough to corrupt that fran-

chise upon whose purity depended the duration ot
all the free institutions purchased with their blood
and their treasure. But, not content with that
hope and that confidence wbich they bad a right
to inlulge not content with the obligations ofpa-

triotism upon those who were to inherit tbe rich
legacy ot their toil, they superseded religion and
morality. They interwove, in the official duties of
all who were to have the safe keeping of the elec-

tive franchise, a solemu oath. Tbey required the
individual whom choice or the la w was to select to
guard the purity of the elective franchise, to ap
pear at the throne of the Judge of the living and
the dead, and in His presence and in His name to
bind themselves to permit no unhallowed foot to
tread upon that sacred franchise. Such is the val-

ue of the elective franchise, and such are the mesas
provided to defend and preserve it in its purity.
But, in order that this sacred institution sbsll remaiit
pure, and shall the more completely maintain all our
other free institutions, our constitutions and laws
have wisely defined the manner in which itshaU.be,

used, the lime when it shall be used, the placer,
where it shall be used, by whom it shall be usedV
and the circumstances under which it shall

A'violation of any of those provisions is a viotatir.a 4

of the constitutions and of the laws regulation th
use of the elective franchise, and1 a comtptioo aod
violation of the franchise itself; and he wrhe aiftiijk '

ty of if, k guilty of treason the nmet slangerous; ind;'

aggravated; and if the sworn officer whose dutp.lt
to guard and deffirt that frmiv h ie. bat wPfplty
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